
smart travel

Stopover Style
AS A DIRECTOR of Weylandts home stores 
and the woman who with Chris Weylandt 
is responsible for their iconic global mix of 
furniture, Kim Smith is perfectly placed to 
curate a new African aesthetic.

It’s for this reason and the fact that she did 
their Tanzanian safari camp, Beho Beho, that 
the owners approached her to decorate The 
Oyster Bay hotel in Dar es Salaam.

Despite the fact that most of their clientele 
would merely be passing through, en route 

to Tanzania’s main tourist draw cards, they 
nonetheless wanted to make it a memorable 
stay. The brief was to decorate the eight-
bedroom town house – in the exclusive ocean-
side residential enclave of the city – as if she  
was decorating a private east-coast home. Smith 
thus came up with a look that would be firmly 
rooted in Africa but at the same time tapped 
into the traveller vibe with an eclectic mix of 
references. Organic. Tribal. Chic. In short, a style 
cocktail unique to the current African aesthetic.

‘I think the “colonial out-of-Africa look” has 
long passed its sell-by date and people want 
something more real, more exciting and more 
current,’ she says. ‘I furnished the house as if 
the owner – a seasoned traveller – had gathered 
pieces from around the world.’

Working with a practical foundation of 
white walls and cement floors (both cool and 
climate friendly), Smith thus set about creating 
a welcoming cocoon. One that would soothe 
with its tranquility and – with its outdoor pool 

With an interior rich in global 
references, Dar es Salaam’s The Oyster 

Bay hotel is much more than a  
luxurious pit stop en route to beach 
or bush. Jessica Kiddle spoke to its 

designer Kim Smith about her take on 
contemporary African cool

a Chinese cabinet adds to the global mix,  
as well as injecting colour to the scheme

a kudu-horn lamp and ‘safari’ coffee table  
from Weylandts sit in the entrance

Wooden fish from swaziland decorate the 
entrance to the curtained gazebo

the pool is bordered by candles at night 
OPPOsIte PaGe earthy tones in the dining room

the signature Weylandts ‘louise’ chair and 
‘Kai’ arc floor lamp add interest in the lobby

a colourful drum and large palm leaf add  
life to a corner of the entrance way

an oversized shell chandelier and wooden 
horse take centre stage in the living area

In the fern-filled outdoor dining  
area a relaxed feel comes courtesy  

of the communal dining table
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an organic-shaped stool contrasts with 
contemporary blue mosaics in the en suite

and extensive lounges opening onto terraces 
and mature gardens – provide respite from the 
noise of the city.

handmade pieces with a real sense of place 
and presence were thus chosen. The Weylandts 
trademark, they imbue the space with the soul 
of the maker or speak of their origin in their 
very grain, patina and texture. natural fibres 
abound from jute carpets to heavy linen as well 
as leather and raw-teak timber.

Yet the look is not at all rustic. Instead, 
thanks to the use of antique-inspired pieces 
and strikingly modern design, it’s cool, 
contemporary and clutter free. To this extent 
an antique cupboard from China sits next to a 
designer lamp from the Philippines, together 

with an original weaving table from Indonesia 
and an oversized contemporary sofa perfect for 
dozing off on. There is quirk and fun too, such 
as the colourful drum and the antique wooden 
horse that sit in the living area. 

‘I used strong clean contemporary shapes 
and mixed a few signature design pieces with 
interesting objects that are a little out of the 
ordinary and add to the feeling of relaxed easy 
living,’ says Smith. ‘The excitement in design 
comes from the juxtaposition of the unexpected. 
The incorporation of organic shapes and 
natural materials always add character, depth 
and provenance. These elements add a feeling 
of honesty and simplicity.’ A mix both soothing 
and engaging, much like a holiday itself.  n

destination

stepping stones provide the pool with  a 
graphic border on the manicured lawn

White nets on the bed keep the feel light – 
visually counteracting the humidity of the city

a bamboo ladder used as a towel rail 
adds naïve appeal to the bathroom

n GETTING THERE  Return flights 
from Cape Town to Dar es Salaam (via 
Johannesburg) start at R7 057 (including 
tax) in July with South African Airways. Call 
% 0861 359 722 or visit 8 www.flysaa.com. 
n STAYING THERE  The Oyster Bay is 
one of those hotels that can turn a city’s 
experience right around for you. It’s the 
point of difference between staying the 
night between flights and really relishing a 
place. Dar es Salaam is a typically muggy 
tropical harbour city with a lacklustre 
mid–light that renders everything a little 
grey. Neither the sky nor the sea attain 
the electrifying azure of Zanzibar just 20 
minutes away by plane, nor does it pre-empt, 
particularly, the glorious geography of the 
Masai Mara, which is about 3 hours away. 
But Dar es Salaam is alive with a natural 
coastal vigour that shouldn’t be scorned. 
And if anyone can turn you on to its zing, 
Maretha Wentzel will. She has managed The 
Oyster Bay since it opened and has turned 
it into one of the best boutique hotels on 
the continent. The location, amongst the 
embassies and across the road from the 
beach, is ideal. You feel removed from the 
chaos of downtown Dar es Salaam, which 
you drive through on the 40 minute journey 
from the airport but close enough to access 
it too. It’s a villa in the proper sense: 
masses of space, shady colonnades, indoor 
courtyards with manicured tropical ponds 
and lots of cool places to loll about. The luxe 
factor is large but low-key. What’s for lunch? 
You decide. If the cold lobster’s on offer, 
take it! The staff and service are a dream: 
they’re always ready to help with the most 
minute detail or request, without seeming 
to fawn over you. Here, coolth, comfort, 
service, great food and a sophistication 
that taps into the contemporary traveller’s 
desire for something perfectly simple yet 
chic, is the note The Oyster Bay hits with 
elegant ease. – Liz Morris 
n RATES One night in a double or twin-
bedded suite costs USD300 per person 
per night, all inclusive. Guests arriving 
and departing on the same day will be 
charged a day-use rate (from USD175) and 
guests staying overnight will be charged 
the overnight rate. Airport transfers can be 
arranged. Call % +44 1932 260 618 or visit  
8 www.theoysterbayhotel.com.
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